The 2nd Wooli Artists Gathering Wild About Wooli Art Show
April Friday 6th, Saturday 7th, Sunday 8th 2012; Wooli Hotel Motel
Report
Another great event this year!  We have received a great deal of enthusiastic comments about the ArtShow and again it provided a much appreciated social event which drew positive attention to Wooli and its talent. People remarked it was even more fantastic than last year.

Local member Chris Gulaptis opened the Wild About Wooli ArtShow on Friday night, when the artwork display was accompanied by nibbles and a drink.  A $10 entry fee was charged for adults and $5 for ambulant children. This time a $2 entry fee was charged on Saturday and Sunday. Around 100 people attended the Friday opening night and around 100 during Saturday and Sunday.

Artwork which sold ranged over experienced and novice artists and included traditional and contemporary paintings and photography. Twenty one artworks were sold from the 98 entries received. Artists were charged a $20 entry fee for displaying 1-5 paintings, and a 20% commission was deducted from sales. 29 pieces of art were received from the children of Wooli Public School.
Small prizes were awarded this year: Best in Show ($150); Highly Commended ($100) and Packers Prizes ($30 each).
This year Jude McBean, Director of the Grafton Regional Gallery, judged the entries on Thursday afternoon.  Gaye Shield, an ArtShow Committee Member, was awarded Best in Show for her painting Towards the Mouth, and Al Hansen, from Diggers Camp, was Highly Commended for his Day Lily.  Curt Edwards, from Woombah, won the People’s Choice Award for Wooli.  All these works were in the painting category.
This year we gave Packers’ Prizes in the categories that didn’t get judged awards.  These were Fabric category: Australian Leafy Dragon, Jane Fredrickson; Sculpture category: Solana, Eoin McSwan; Photography: Wall at Dusk Josie Richardson; Children: Sunrise, Ella.
The Wooli School display was very exciting and also addressed the theme of the ArtShow – Our Coast.  Three prizes of $10 each, donated by ArtShow Committee members, were awarded by Jude McBean.  These were: Out to Sea, Ethan Liquette; The Blue Ringed Octopus, Edward Power; The Coastline, Mia Pitt.
Gaye Shield donated a painting of Wooli River Pelicans, which was raffled in the months leading up to the ArtShow and drawn on Sunday afternoon. It was won by Wendy Best from Sydney, who has a holiday house in Wooli. (We are excited that Curt Edwards, People’s Choice Award winner, has offered to donate a painting of Wooli, for the raffle for next year’s ArtShow.)
It is recommended that we conduct future ArtShows annually.

Comparison, financial

2011:





NETT

Sale of Art


852

 Entry fees (25 x $20)

 500




Raffle



 640




Opening night entry fees
1,075
Payment to Hotel for drinks
419


Net income


$2648
Donation to CCPA

$1,590.00




Cash on hand


$1058









2012:





INCOME
EXPENSES
NETT

Sale of Art


4400







 Payment to Artists



3520



 Commission 20%





880*




 Entry fees (31x $20)

620



620*


    




Raffle



412



412


    




Opening night entry fees
925



925

Payment to Hotel for food & drinks





Nibblies provided by Committee

80

      

Saturday/Sunday entry

214



214*
Net income








Donation to CCPA







Cash on hand
*= increased from 2011

















Decisions and Suggestions
In light of feedback, with respect to future Wild About Wooli Artshows, the following are suggested: 
	Issue
	Decisions and suggestions
	Actions

	1. ArtShow
	Continue to have an annual Wild About Wooli ArtShow

Continue to have the coastal / river theme

Eg River by the sea
	If we get entries which are off the theme – put in the corner together, so as not to distract from the overall presentation of works

	2. Prizes


	Have the judged prizes again
That a People’s Choice Prize be given.
That Packers Prizes be again given for the non judged prize winning categories
That a raffle be conducted, drawn at the end of the ArtShow, starting earlier
	Source funding or prize.
Seek major sponsor

Curt Edwards has offered to donate a painting of Wooli for the 2013 raffle. 



	3. Materials


	Hold back $1000 from 2012 profits.

	Source cooler lights 

Smaller lights on the floor are available for $29

Source microphone for Friday night speeches

	4. Hanging and Take Down

 
	Continue the inclusive, welcoming approach.

Advertise a deadline for submission and receipt of artworks.

Allow late entries, but hang these in one designated area, so as to simplify, and not delay, hanging. 

Emphasise that labels must be provided that are visible from the front 

Sort the display into painting, photography, sculpture and fabric and set out before commencing hanging. Allocate arrangers to each area.
Perhaps the SES might be able to be involved
	Identify 2-3 hangers and 2 people for each category.
Allow 1 day for collection, 1 for hanging and 2 hours for taking down.

Stick to arrangements for artwork collection.



	Issue
	Decisions and suggestions
	Actions

	5. Venue and time

	Hold at Hotel at Easter. 
Have Easter Friday as opening night, commencing at 6:30pm, and continue over Saturday (include Saturday night) and Sunday.
Look at having the drinks within the artshow area

Need to have numbered entry tickets which can be presold too. This ticket would also get the drink

Children – a half ticket

Need a stamp for entry
	Book Hotel 

Investigate having a photography exhibition on another weekend – perhaps with goanna pulling.

	6. Entry fee and other charges


	Continue to charge $10 entry on Friday night opening, but do not supply drinks tickets
Charge $2 for entry after opening night 

Shifts of at least 2 people are necessary at all times, with overlapping shifts of people familiar with the systems being used.

An adequate float of small notes is needed on the entry desks.

Need to keep back about $1000 for petty cash, keeping in mind that will need to purchase new lights.
	Create roster

	7. Stickers
	Write ‘Sold’ on large orange/red  stickers Provide peoples choice slips again.
	

	8. Advertising and promotion
	Details to be finalised in time for publicity in  art venues in the local area

Keep local to Wooli area (promote strongly in Wooli area) and Clarence Valley)
Put posters in Minnie and Diggers as well


	Make a banner for the venue 

Make a sandwich board for the street outside
Source free advertising and promotion eg ColourPerfect might sponsor doing posters
Real estate flyers, caravan parks

	9. Music
	Have music again
	

	10. Children’s Artwork
	Include children’s art again, and again offer assistance with inspiration, art class and theme.
Need to price it.
	To arrange

	11. Committee
	In order to arrange all of the above, a group of keen, committed people are needed
	WAG Wild About Wooli ArtShow Committee If they are here:

Leone

Ruth

Kathleen

Maureen

Di

Gaye

Theresa

Carmel  


